The 2005 Darlington Public School Wiradjuri Language Program K-6 


Background

The Wiradjuri language of NSW has been taught at the Darlington Public School since the beginning of term 3 2003. The setting up of such a language program is difficult because there is a lack of fluent speakers of the indigenous languages of NSW.  In Particular this is the case for the Wiradjuri language and the dialects of the Sydney region. Similarly there is a lack of established courses, language resources and materials for these languages.  

At Darlington Public Schools the basic vocabulary and grammar of the Wiradjuri language has been taught through the use of songs and rhymes.  The teaching of the Wiradjuri language has been integrated into the existing classes and has involved each class teacher.  In this way the teachers have developed a teaching partnership with the visiting Wiradjuri language teachers. The class teachers have provided the teaching knowledge and skills while the Wiradjuri language teachers have provided the language content.

One of the reasons for the successful establishment of the Wiradjuri language program in the School is that the class teachers learn the language along with the students.  This has helped to overcome the disadvantage of a lack of fluent speakers and supporting resources.  

The program follows the guidelines as set out in Aboriginal Languages Syllabus K-10, ensuring that all students are presented with a coherent challenging and developmental curriculum.

We believe that it is essential to revitalise Aboriginal languages because:

Languages are integral to the sense of identity of all Aboriginal people meaningful reconciliation must address these issues to do with the maintenance of language and culture acknowledgement, understanding and skills that students develop about language relationships will become transferable to local languages. Aboriginal languages are fundamental to strengthening the identity of Aboriginal people and their connection to country

This program enunciates clear standards of what students are expected to know and be able to achieve K-6 objectives from K-10 syllabus

Outline of this Paper

Included as an appendix of the vocabulary items titled a collection of ‘Wiradjuri Language Content Modules.’  These modules contain the Wiradjuri language content that is to be used in the implementation of this Program.  This is provided to facilitate the design of units of work and lesson plans by class-room teachers in partnership with the Wiradjuri language teachers.  

An essential ingredient of the program is the learning of the Wiradjuri language by the class-room teachers.  The ‘Wiradjuri Language Content Modules’ are provided to aid the class-room teachers in learning Wiradjuri. 

Aims, Objectives and Outcomes

The aims and objectives of this Program follow the policies and guidelines set out in the NSW Board of Studies K-10 Aboriginal Languages Syllabus.  These aims and objectives are stated specifically as follows:

Aims

The Wiradjuri Language Program aims to develop in the students:

1 A recognition of the importance of the Wiradjuri language and other indigenous languages of New South Wales as important cultural heritage for both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australians and to develop in students an appreciation of the relationship of this heritage to the identity and spirituality of  Australia’s Indigenous  People;

2 A knowledge of the Wiradjuri language and the Wiradjuri people especially in the Wiradjuri language area;

3 Skills in communicating in the Wiradjuri language;

4 An appreciation of the complexity of the Wiradjuri language and the complexity and diversity of Aboriginal languages in both contemporary and historical contexts.

Objectives

The objectives of this Program are:-

1 To provide the Wiradjuri language for use by students and other members of the community;

2 To support the reclamation and revival of the Wiradjuri and other indigenous language dialects of NSW;

3 To reinforce the cultural identity and self-esteem of indigenous students;

4 To contribute to cross-cultural understanding and communication;

5 To develop in students positive values and attitudes about Wiradjuri language, other indigenous languages and indigenous culture and peoples;

6 To improve the knowledge and understanding of student about the Wiradjuri and other indigenous languages, their cultures and society.

The Board of Studies K-10 Aboriginal Languages Syllabus sets out 3 interconnected or overlapping objectives.  These are ‘using language’, ‘making linguistic connections’ and ‘moving between cultures’.  The Syllabus notes that although interconnected ‘depending on the stage of learning, one or other of the objectives may be emphasised at any given time.’  

Focus of all Stages in 2005

This Program is specifically designed to achieve these objectives as outlined below.  However the emphasis in all Stages in the initial year of the Program will be on the objective of using language.  This emphasis is necessary because all students and teachers are beginner Wiradjuri language learners.  It is anticipated that the emphasis will shift to the other two objectives in subsequent years of the Program.

Objective – Using Language

This objective aims to provide students with knowledge, understanding and skills to enable them to communicate in an Aboriginal language, to understand the relevance of Aboriginal languages in a contemporary situation and to be able to use language texts.

Objective – Making Linguistic Connections

This objective aims to give students linguistic tools to enable them to understand languages as systems.  Students are required to draw comparisons between Aboriginal languages as well as between Aboriginal and other languages.  Part of this objective is for students to develop an understanding of vocabulary and grammatical structures.

Objective – Moving Between Cultures

An objective of the study of an Aboriginal language is to increase student knowledge and understanding of traditional and contemporary Aboriginal culture. Students should develop a deeper understanding Aboriginal linguistic and cultural heritage particularly in relation to the interdependence of land, language and culture.

Curriculum Links

This Wiradjuri Language program aims to develop in the student the following abilities and skills to establish and re-enforce links across the curriculum:-

1 Communicating – including the ability to collect, analyse and organize information to effectively communicate with the Wiradjuri language by using a range of spoken, written, graphic and other non verbal means of expression, including culturally appropriate gestures, relative to the student’s experience in learning the Wiradjuri language.

2 Cultural understanding – including understanding cultures in Regional, National and International contexts.

3 Problem solving – including the capacity to plan and organize work and time commitments for studies in the Wiradjuri language and to apply creative thinking skills and problem-solving strategies to the learning of the Wiradjuri language, for example by  using picture and context clues, mnemonics and semantics maps (word webs).

4 Personal and interpersonal skills – including the capacity to interact effectively and appropriately with others in the Wiradjuri language.

5 It is necessary to consider the context and the appropriate level of the language when teaching the Wiradjuri language communicatively and orally.

(Maybe include something here about recognising existing Wiradjuri words in Australian English as well as in placenames)

Some suggested themes for development of teaching and learning content appropriate to the primary-age student include:

Traditional Indigenous sports games

Traditional Indigenous string games

The relationship between indigenous people and ‘Country’

Storytelling

Using Aboriginal words to name school places and events

Famous Aboriginal People

Indigenous Trading Routes

Aboriginal Place in Australian History

Traditional Aboriginal Music, Dance and Art

Aboriginal Land rights and Native Title

Aboriginal Tools, Weapons and Artefacts

Aboriginal Clothing

Geographical sites and other places bearing Aboriginal names

The environment

Meeting people

School life

Me and my family

Out and about

Daily activities

Foods

This Wiradjuri Language Program aims to support the reclamation of the Wiradjuri and other indigenous languages on the basis that it is essential to reclaim Aboriginal languages for the following reasons:-

1 Languages are integral to the sense of identity of all Aboriginal people and to achieve meaningful reconciliation schools must address issues to do with the maintenance of indigenous language and culture. 

2 The acknowledgement, understanding and skills that students develop about the Wiradjuri and other indigenous languages are transferable to other languages and cultures which form the multi-cultural society of Australia.

3 Aboriginal languages are fundamental to strengthening the identity of Aboriginal people and their connection to country

This program enunciates clear standards of what students are expected to know and be able to do as required by Aboriginal Languages K-10 syllabus.  In particular regarding the content of Aboriginal Language programs the Aboriginal Languages Syllabus states as follows:-

The study of languages in K–6 is a component of the K–6 Human Society and Its Environment (HSIE) key learning area (KLA) and consists of a core element and an optional element. The core element is embedded in the cultures outcomes in the K–6 HSIE syllabus and focuses on learning about languages and learning about the world through languages. The optional element focuses on learning to use a language to communicate. The study of languages in K–6 can be used not only to complement, but also to achieve some of the specific K–6 HSIE objectives and outcomes.


Mapping
Stories
Creative Arts

K
Aboriginal Language map of Australia.
Chris relates simple, short story or personal anecdote to class.
Wiradjuri style of design is demonstrated and one simple style copied. Using class symbols K-6.

Yr1
Aboriginal Language map: displayed: Sydney and Wiradjuri areas noted.
Stories of family personal experience.
further exploration of art styles and craft. Eg didjeridoos and designs, boomerangs. Use of child games and toys.

Yr2
Aboriginal Language map: Familiar places: Areas and Children.
Stories of the land, the seasons and their connection to the land and the land of their elders and grandparents.
and craft relating to the theme acknowledgment of Aboriginal areas and styles.

Yr3
Aboriginal Language map looking at language areas around Sydney and New South Wales.
Stories of songs, celebrations, heroes, the land and their totems.
eating totems, exploring patterns and styles, use of ochres and detail. Creating toys and playing games.

Yr4
Aboriginal Language Map examining community language areas from 1788 and now.
Stories about heroes, food, cooking and hunting.
Technology used in making hunting implements and weapons.

Yr5
Aboriginal Language Map showing Aboriginal Language areas of Australia and trade routed traversed.
Stories relating to, survival of the trading routes and Aboriginal knowledge of the land.
Creating tools, carrying implements wearing and making robes, fishing traps etc. Detailed art styles and artists are studied.

Yr6
Aboriginal Language Map showing present day Aboriginal Community locations, noting isolation and environment.
Stories and experiences of Wiradjuri people, relate to proof of native title and stories of dispossession and the stolen generation.
Artists, crafts persons, technology studied, used, created.

In addition to the main strands being developed in this program, there will be a further 3 pathways being followed K-6: These include mapping, stories and creative arts. Throughout creative arts: acknowledgement is always made of the Aboriginal style and the people who created and their area.

All classes K-6 participate in learning Aboriginal songs – the writers of these songs and their area are acknowledged and using musical instruments e.g. clap sticks. Aboriginal games are included in our sports programs especially on Koori day, but these will now be introduced throughout the year. A Wiradjuri style of design is demonstrated and one simple style copied. Using class symbols K-6.

Kindergarten

Term 1

Family

Mother

Father 

Sister

Brother 

Baby

Boy 

Girl 

Child 

Uncle 

Aunt
Term 2

Body Parts

Eyes

Nose 

Mouth 

Head 

Hair 

Ears

Term 3

Whole Body

Head 

Shoulder

Knee 

Toe

Foot
Term 4

Counting

One

Two

Three

Four

Five

Six

Seven

Eight

Nine

Ten

Year 1 Stage 1

Term 1

Extended Family

Auntie

Uncle

Cousin

Grandfather

· Class logos

· Questions

· Spoken Language
Term 2

Extend Body Parts/ Numbers

· More body parts/numbers

ORAL ALPHABET ALL THROUGH

Term 3

Number Amounts

· non specific

· link to Flora and Fauna
Term 4

Consolidate

Year 2 Stage 1

Term 1

Extended Family

Sister - older/younger

Brother

Grandparents

· use of pronouns plural/singular forms

· class logos
Term 2

More body parts

· full body e.g. arm/wrist/elbow

· Full face e.g. head/cheek/lip

· Commands using these

· Pronouns

Term 3

Written form of alphabet
Term 4

Consolidation

Year 3 Stage 2

Term 1

Community

Child

Boy

Girl

Daughter

Son

Brother

sister


Term 2

Celebrations / Growth and Identity

Baby

Toddler

· birth celebrations

· ceremonies for each stage

sun

land

mountain

sky

Term 3

Consolidate Term 2

focus on sun and add colour

e.g. yellow sun, blue sky, black mountain
Term 4

- Simple sentences using totem words and adding colour. 

- Question The sky is blue => Is the sky blue?

Year 4 Stage 2

Term 1

· The Dreaming

· Wiradjuri places

· Introduce the suffix

· Singular/plural


Term 2

· rivers

· mountains

· rocks

· water, rain

· sun, moon, stars

· consolidate suffix

· single/plural

Term 3

Foods

Berries

Yam

Birds

Animals

Fish

insects
Term 4

Artefacts

· Weapons

· Carrying equipment

· Tools

Year 5 Stage 3

Term 1

Trade / Routes

Plains

Track

Road

Directions

Waterholes

Campsite

- Directions – ways around, change


Term 2

Laws pertaining to moving through country eg, (message stick) visa.

sacred and significant sites



Term 3

Objects

· ochres

· woods

· shells

· stones

· songs

· artwork

· salted eels

· skins

· baskets

· rope

· string

· twine


Term 4

who traded what and why

certain commodities only found in certain areas

Karibaribang – corroborees, feasts, songlines

Year 6 Stage 3

Term 1

Aboriginal Issues

· home country

leaders

overpowered/vanquished

surrender

concede

treaty

title


Term 2

Windradyne and Sunday

Pre European Native title vs Post European Native Title

Missions and stolen generation

White Australia Policy and how it affected Education (1972 finally abolished) Aboriginal people could finally attend schools

Term 3

Revise Family Names

· link to family

· totem

· kinship

· recognition

· reconciliation

· citizenship

· adoption


Term 4

Traditional family versus modern family

Linkup (stolen generation)

1967 Referendum (became citizens)

Aboriginal adoption versus European adoption

1988 – bicentenary March

199? March across Sydney Harbour Bridge for Reconciliation

May 26th Sorry Day


Moving Between Cultures
Making Linguistic Connections
Using the Language

K ES.1
1.MBC.1

Family

· discuss ‘home’ begin examining background

· Immediate family – Mothers Day, Fathers Day

· Extend into broader family in relevant

Mapping of Australia

· generalised illustration of the languages present in Australia

Body Parts

· Linked to PD/H component of beginning to know themselves

Big Mob Books for Little Fellas
1.MLC.1

· Labelling words: Wiradjuri and English around the room – objects named

Greetings and songs
1.UL.3

· Greetings: hello and Goodbye – response

· Single words – simple sentences – all oral response

· Labels of words – viewing and reading

Extension – writing words and sentences


Moving Between Cultures
Making Linguistic Connections
Using the Language

Yr1 S.1
1.MBC.1

Extended Family

· aunt, uncle cousin etc

Mapping (Australia)

· put other places in context

More Body Parts and Numbers

Flora and Fauna

· using stories from language

integrate with expanding knowledge of number
1.MLC.1

Introduce alphabet through song

· use these learning and writing 1-10

· saying/reciting numbers

games: saying/doing
1.UL.3

· Nouns

Linking numbers and body parts eg 2 hands


Moving Between Cultures
Making Linguistic Connections
Using the Language

Yr2 S.1
1.MBC.1

Extended Family

· - Grandparents and different names (reflect class connections e.g. Asian Family)

Celebrations – Seasonal, connections, Sand Goanna

· Birth, Christmas, Death

More Body Parts

commands and pronouns – ownership eg your hand, “Touch your hand
1.MLC.1

Starting to recognise the sound and speak it. Introducing the symbol of the sound and writing that sound
1.UL.3

Common nouns – name the visual thing seen and adding pronouns eg my hand

Verbs: Adding the command

Signing: non verbal language: ‘some here’ hand movements and responses

Stage 1 ‘Stage Statement’

The following description of the outcomes of this program is based on of the ‘Stage Statement’ from the K-12 Aboriginal Languages Syllabus summarises the knowledge, understanding, skills, values and attitudes that students should achieve through the outcomes for this Stage through participation in this program.

Students show:

1 An awareness of Aboriginal and other languages and cultures. 

2 They can relate what they know of their world, theirs and others backgrounds, demonstrate how they celebrate Aboriginal Australia. 

3 They can draw on knowledge from the Aboriginal community, including telling and writing stories, describing photographs, realia and their paintings and drawings and introducing friends and family members. 

4 They can recognise and describe ways in which other languages and cultures have an impact on their lives, including music, art, craft, stories, travel, and traditions that learners at this Stage can articulate.

5 They have learnt through incidental and orchestrated play situations. 

6 They have learnt through imitation and repetition, through rhyme, song and gesture. 

7 They are becoming aware that experimentation and learning from mistakes are features of everyone's life experiences. 

8 They have begun to appreciate that they can learn from one another.

9 They recognise basic similarities and differences across a range of Aboriginal languages. 

10 They have learnt that sounds and symbols can differ in Aboriginal languages.

11 They recognise key features of the target language and respond to familiar words. 

12 They can interact with the teacher and their peers in familiar contexts by comprehending spoken language. 

13 They have begun to appreciate the power of language to develop relationships.

14 They have begun to discover words that connect languages. 

15 They are able to select words, phrases and symbols that convey specific meaning in Aboriginal language.

16 They are able to copy words, phrases and symbols from a text.  

17 They are aware that patterns are a key aspect of language learning.  

18 They can recognise that language is a means of communication for meaning and understanding.


Moving Between Cultures
Making Linguistic Connections
Using the Language

Yr3 S.2
2.MBC.2

Children in the Community

· respects, rules, structure, roles and responsibilities

Stories, Songs and Celebration

· Continuation

Child Growth and Identity

totems – relate to the land and always part of the clan
2.MLC.1

· Reinforcing linguistic alphabet

· Stages of childhood – baby, toddler. Revise Stage 1 words

· Totems – introduce totems, children make their own totems. Favourite animals etc

· Colour words introduced

2.MLC.2

· Question and Answer response
2.UL.2

· Write and say words, put them into simple sentences

· Grammar: Subjects and verb focus: The sky is blue

Extended questions and responses

Stage 2 ‘Stage Statement’

The following description of the outcomes of this program is based on the ‘Stage Statement’ from the K-12 Aboriginal Languages Syllabus and summarises the knowledge, understanding, skills, values and attitudes that students should achieve through the outcomes for this Stage through participation in this program.

Students:

1 show an interest in exploring the world beyond their own experience and background. 

2 generate questions and use a range of resources to seek the answers to such questions. 

3 build on their awareness of Aboriginal and other languages and cultures. 

4 begin to identify connections between land, language, culture and identity. 

5 aware of the history of indigenous language since colonisation. 

6 explore beyond their immediate experience to respect and understand the diversity and commonality that exists among cultures.

7 able to generate phrases and simple sentences in Aboriginal languages relying on modelling, rehearsal, and teacher support. 

8 begin to use Aboriginal languages, drawing on a range of language. 

9 They are beginning to develop an understanding of the structure of Aboriginal languages as well as a greater understanding of the way languages work as systems. 

10 They have started to compare structures across a range of Aboriginal languages, recognising similarities and differences.

11 Students have been provided with reading material and have engaged in writing tasks that draw on and build upon knowledge that has been acquired through oral/aural work.

12 Students' receptive capacity exceeds their productive capacity with the focus on listening, viewing and responding to Aboriginal languages. 

13 Students are still reliant on familiar and modelled patterns and may use these to produce texts of words, phrases or perhaps even sentences in writing and speaking. 

14 They demonstrate an understanding of specific gestures in a range of learnt contexts and are capable of imitating them successfully. 

15 They have benefited from the opportunities to participate in practical activities and enjoy demonstrating what they know and can do in Aboriginal languages.


Moving Between Cultures
Making Linguistic Connections
Using the Language

Yr4 S.2
2.MBC.2

The community 

· local community, Redfern

· Wiradjuri, Central Australia

· Mapping, referring to language map

Stories

· Windradyne, E.Cowley

Dreaming Heroes

· Brami, Baama

Lands provision

· tucker
2.MLC.2

· Vocabulary of food and cooking eg seasons of food, who gets it and from where

· Vocabulary of hunting and gathering

· Vocabulary for mountains and rivers

Single, plural, dual – recognising the differences in listening and speaking it.
2.UL.4

· Grammar structure – singular, dual, plural translated form oral to written form.

· Suffixes: adding to base words (oral, write, visual)

2.UL.3

· Plurals




Moving Between Cultures
Making Linguistic Connections
Using the Language

Yr5 S.3
3.MBC.2

· Aboriginal communities across Australia – selected examples eg. Ptjantjarra – S.A

· Trade Routes – interconnection of communities

· Objects traded

Survival on the routes
3.MLC.1 , 3.MLC.2

· Identifying patterns and making comparisons across Aboriginal languages and English


3.UL.1 – Listen to stories and responding in:

· key points eg. Hunting and returning boomerang

· complex sentences

· e.g. This a hunting boomerang – in Wiradjuri language

· e.g. This boomerang is for hunting

· examining grammatical structure of the sentence: looking at English word order and comparing that to Wiradjuri




Moving Between Cultures
Making Linguistic Connections
Using the Language

Yr6 S.4
3.MBC.2

· Australian Communities – The Land/ The people

· Disposition

· Stolen Generation

· Land Rights

· History of white settlement in English: crossing mountains/ setting up by Macquarie in Wiradjuri area – outcomes and issues as a result

Native Title – no exclusive rights all ownership / sharing of the land
3.MLC.1

· Stories from Wiradjuri people prove the connection to the land: stories are essential for the proof of native title.

· Oral and written responses to stories of ‘Issues’

· Formation of a bank of reconciliation (settling of disputes, coming together) responsibility, custodianship and corroboree


3.UL.1 

· continued consolidation of listening and responding

· key points and complex sentences

3.UL.4

· Responses/Text written in Aboriginal Language and English use of cloze technique

3.UL.3

· Interactions/discussions on issues

3.UL.2

· Verb forms: finite/infinite, active/passive, transitive/intransitive



Stage 3 ‘Stage Statement’

The following description of the outcomes of this program is based on the ‘Stage Statement’ from the K-12 Aboriginal Languages Syllabus and summarises the knowledge, understanding, skills, values and attitudes that students should achieve through the outcomes for this Stage through participation in this program.

Students who have achieved Stage 3 outcomes will have:

1. Developed an understanding of the values and practices of Aboriginal and other cultures. 

2. Investigated various aspects of cultural and language practices and recorded and presented them using a variety of communication strategies. 

3. An awareness of the ways in which contemporary Aboriginal languages and Aboriginal culture have been influenced not only by English but also by globalisation. 

4. An awareness and desire to explore beyond their immediate experience 

5. Appreciation of the diversity and commonality that exists between cultures. 

6. Investigated the linguistic and cultural diversity of Aboriginal Australia. 

7. An ability to identify patterns and features of Aboriginal languages, and compare them with English. 

8. An ability to create simple original texts, using the their prior learning in Aboriginal languages. 

9. Have developed greater skills in recognising similarities and differences across Aboriginal languages. 

10. An increased awareness of the concept of language revival. 

11. An ability to compose and present short role-plays, question and answer games, readings of simple books and using bilingual wordlists and or dictionaries.

12. An ability to communicate in familiar social and classroom situations. 

13. An ability to understand and respond to short texts based on simple language structures set in familiar contexts. 

14. An ability to compose simple coherent texts using basic sentence structures which include features of learnt oral and written language. 

As a result of achieving Stage 3 outcomes, students are well placed to continue their study of Aboriginal languages and can articulate what they have learnt in ways appropriate to their age.



